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the  Public  Works  Department of Selangor,  and in  the followin$ 
December was promoted to  the office  of Clerk of Works. TWO 
years  later  he  was placed in  charge of the  Klang  and Coast 
Districts, of which  he  was  appointed  District  Superintendent 
in  January, 1887, under Mr. Henry  Franklin Bellamy. His 
duties comprised the  construction of roads of every description 
and the erection of public  buildings,  lighthouses,  bridges,  piers 
and jetties. 

Mr.  Brace left  the  service of the  Public  Works  Department of 
Selangor in 1890, and  was then engaged,  for the contractor, Mr. 
G. D. Gordon, on the construction of the section  from Teluk- 
Anson to Tapak of the  Kinta  Valley  Railway, in the  adjoining 
protected native  State of Perak.  There  he  died  early in  1892. 
While in  the protected native  States Mr.  Brace  had the  reputation 
of being an active, good all-round  man,  experienced in  that pecu- 
liar description of practical  work  which is essential to an engineer 
in  the colonies, and  only  to be  acquired by  actual residence. He 
was elected an Associate Member of the  Institution on the 
14th of January, 1890. 

JOHN WILLIAMB  BREWER,  born  at  Llanelly, Brecknocli- 
shire, on the  26th of March,  1841,  was the  fourth son of the 
late Mr. John Brewer,  who for more than  forty  years was  engineer 
and  agent  to  an  important firm of iron  manufacturers,  and  was 
also manager of the Rumney  Railway previous to  its amalgamation 
with  the Brecon and  Merthyr  line.  Leaving school at  the age of 
fifteen, he  spent  three  years in  the Locomotive Department of 
the Runmey  Railway,  under  his  father, and then served  articles 
for  a  similar period to Mr. David  Jones,  the engineer of that 
line.  After  the  expiration of his  pupilage  he made surveys and 
prepared working  drawings  for  the conversion of the  railway 
from  Bassaleg to Rhymney  into a parliamentary  line  and for the 
branch  from Machen to Caerphilly. 

In. June, 1861,  Mr. Brewer  was  appointed an Assistant to 
Mr. John Williams,l the engineer of new  works on the T a r  
Vale  Railway,  and  for the following  nine  years  was  engaged on 
the  Llantrisant  and Taff Vale  Junction,  the Dare  Valley, the 
Brecon and  Merthyr,  and the Rumney  lines ; on the  Pontypridd 
Waterworks ; and on the  Llangennech  and  other colliery  surveys. 

1 Minutes of Proceedings Inst. C.E., vol. xcii. p. 303. 
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In  1870 he took an office in Cardiff, where  he practised  for the 
next  ten  years  as  a  Civil and Mining  Engineer.  During  that 
period  he  constructed  branch  lines to  the Treforest  Tinworks, to 
the Rhondda and  Ely Colliery, and to the  Penrhiwceiber  Colliery; 
prepared  surveys of the  Ynysybwl branch, of the  Penarth Docks, 
of several collieries and of Mr. Crawshay  Bailey’s  mineral  estates ; 
and assisted in  the general  engineering  work of the  Taff Vale 
Railway. 

From  1880 until  his  death Mr. Brewer  was permanently in  the 
service of the Taff Vale  Railway,  being  engaged at  first  princi- 
pally  in surveys of the  underground  workings of the collieries 
under  and in  the  vicinity of the Company’s property. In 1882 he 
prepared  the  contract  surveys, sections and  bridge  drawings for, 
and had sole charge of, the  construction of the  Treferig  Valley 
line,  and in  the  following  year he  was  engaged in  the Treforest 
to  Pontypridd  widening works  and on the  Penarth Extension. In  
1884 and 1885 he made surveys  and  prepared  parliamentary  plans 
and contract  drawings for the Roath  Branch,  and for the Cardiff, 
Penarth  and  Barry  Junction Railway. On the  death of Mr. John 
Williams in 1887,  Mr. Brewer  was  appointed  Surveyor and 
Assistant  Engineer  to  the Company, under Mr. H. 0. Fisher,  and, 
on the  retirement of that gentleman in 1891, he succeeded to  the 
post of Chief  Engineer. He  then  prepared  parliamentary  plans 
for the Cowbridge and  Aberthaw  Railway, which, in conjunction 
with Mr. H. 0. Fisher,  he  subsequently  constructed.  He also com- 
pleted  the  Penywal  branch  line for the  Great  Western Colliery 
Company,  and in 1890  he  revised the whole of the  rentals of the 
Taff Vale  Railway Company. 

Mr. Brewer  died on the  26th of August, 1894, from an  internal 
complaint, at  the comparatively  early  age of fifty-three. As an 
engineer  he possessed marked  ability, as was  evidenced by  the 
position to  which  he  attained in  the service of the Taff Vale  Rail- 
way Company. He was  a  keen  sportsman and in his younger days 
was  well  known as an athlete. I n  1878  he  married the eldest sister 
of Sir Morgan  Morgan of Cardiff.  Mr. Brewer  was elected an 
Associate Member of the  Institution on the  12th of Msy, 1891. 

WILLIAM JOSEPH BROWN,  born in London on the  24th of 
April, 1835,  commenced his business  career in a solicitor’s  office, 
where  he  obtained  a good elementary  knowledge of legal  matters. 
A desire for foreign  travel,  however,  induced  him to  proceed to 
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